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Third TOP TEN placing 
for Schacht/Slack 

Gstaad, SWITZERLAND: In the ideallic setting of Gstaadôs snow 
capped peaks and quaint alpine lifestyle, the SASI / AIS  team of 
Andrew SCHACHT & Josh SLACK scored their 3rd Top Ten finish for 
2006 with a 9th placing in the FIVB Beach Volleyball SWISS GRAND 
SLAM. 

Entering the event with a seeding of 7, Josh & Andrew played four quality 
teams and continued their long term development towards the Beijing 
Olympic Games. 

Round 1 brought a match up usually expected far deeper in the tournament 
ï Paul LACIGA & big Sascha HEYER from Switzerland. The Swiss 
powerhouse team have come off a recent spate of injury concerns and poor 
form, resulting in their fall from the top echelon of competitiors. Never the 
less, they provided the Aussies with a titanic challenge and it took a mighty 
19-17 effort in the third to clinch the match for the Australians. 
Round 2 and a bogey team for Schacht/Slack; the unpredictable 
Estonians KAIS/VESIK, who had provided them with enormous trouble in 
the past. On this occasion however, Josh & Andrew left no doubt who was 
the better team was with a comprehensive 21-13, 21-18 scoreline. 

Third Round opponents were the rampaging German duo of BRINK/
DIEKMANN who had already stood on the podium 3 times in 2006, 
including their stunning victory in the Portuguese Open only 2 weeks 
earlier.  
In a match that generated great pressure and fortunes that ebbed & flowed, the second seeded 
Germans proved too strong, running out victors 2-1 after Christoph Diekmann blocked the house 
down in the third set. 

To stay alive in the tournament, the bneeded to back up & defeat 2002 FIVB World Tour Champions 
and evergreen Argentian legends, BARACETTI/CONDI. Despite a good record against the South 
Americans, a 21-16, 21-15 loss saw Schacht/Slack bow out of the event in 9th place. 

John BYRON & Martin SUAN found the NZ pair of Pitman / Lochhead 
to be their nemisis yet again, denying them the Main Draw spot they so 
desperately seek with a 21-15, 21-15 loss. 

GERLIC / KLOEDEN stumble to Swiss in Qualifier 
Back on the tour after a 2 week break, SASI / AIS pair Kylie GERLIC & Stacey KLOEDEN were 
unable to find the necessary form to qualify for the Main Draw in Gstaad, falling to locals Trüssel-
Hartmann in 2 sets after overcoming Canadian 21st seeds in the earlier round. 

 SCHACHT / SLACK   GERLIC / KLOEDEN  SUAN / BYRON 
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Josh Slack goes over 
Sascha Heyer 

(FIVB Photo Gallery) 

Marty Suan passes as partner 
John Byron looks on       
(FIVB Photo Gallery) 

CURRENT 2006 FIVB WORLD TOUR RANKINGS 

7 51 35 




