AUSSIES 13th IN
PORTUGUESE OPEN  ‘jommmm

VOLLEYBALL

Espinho, PORTUGAL: In this week& 4th FIVB Men& World Tour event
for 2006, Andrew SCHACHT & Josh SLACK were unable to recapture June 2006,
the form that took them to the podium on the Praia da Baia in 2003. Vol 2 Edition 5

Opening with an epic 2 set win against Japan that lasted an hour & 14 CONTACT
minutes (including a 37-35 first set), Josh & Andrew stumbled against
Norwegian 12th seeds Kjemperud-Skarlund 15-21, 15-21 in Round 2. EIB(SSREN Y
Their fLoser 17" match up was against the emerging team from Georgia [REIEERCEN Y
who have already claimed numerous prominent scalps this season and
loomed as a danger game.

However, the Australian pair were ruthless from the first point, extinguishing the confidence of the
Georgians with a crushing 21-12 first set and playing with discipline and intent to close out the
match in 2. In what was to be their last match of the tournament, Schacht-Slack next squared off
against Doppler-Gartmayer of Austria and in another monster game, went down 21-23, 21-18, 16-
14 to exit the event in 13" place.

Coach Craig Marshall praised his team for the quality of their play, particu-
larly in their last two matches but indicated they would need to lift their work
rate if they were to succeed in the Grand Slam events coming up over the
next few weeks. Marshall also suggested his 2" team of Suan-Byron, who
| were knocked out of the cut throat Portuguese qualifier by Canada, had the
necessary tools to make an impact at the highest level i Like Schacht-
Slack, they too would need to increase their output in certain crucial as-
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pects of their game.

Schacht-Slack siding
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(HS;‘F',’;O;rg‘jf;ry) All Australian teams now travel to Gstaad, Switzerland for the first Grand

Slam of the year.

SASI ATHLETES FEATURE PROMINENTLY IN
NATIONAL TEAM SELECTIONS

FOUR SASI athletes have been selected to represent Australia in the 2006 FIVB Under 19
and Under 21 Beach Volleyball World Championships later this year.

In a first for Australia, SASI Elite Squad members Sam BOEHM & Becchara PALMER have been
chosen to compete in both events i a testimony to their standing within the sport at a junior National
level. Sam will team UE with former SASI athlete Brad TUTTON for the U/21 event in Myslowice, Po-
land (August 23 i 27" and then travel to Bermuda for the U/19 tournament with promising young
QLD athlete Trent IRWIN on September 5 i 10". The U/19 event will be Sam& 5™ Junior World
Championships, despite being only 18 years of age.
Becchara will team up again with NSW athlete & 2005 World Champs partner Alice ROHKAMPER
for both events and hopefully have the opportunity to attend an FIVB World Tour event in Poland
during the week between her competitions.
In another first, SASI Development squad athletes Chris McHUGH and Harrison PEACOCK have
been selected as a second Australian team to compete in the U/19 World Champs. They will partici-
pate in the pre-tournament qualifier in Bermuda & seek to secure a place in the final 24 team Main
Draw.
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