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A person using Connell Wagner documents or data accepts the risk of: 
 
a) Using the documents or data in electronic form without requesting and checking them for accuracy against the original hard copy 

version; and 
b) Using the documents or data for any purpose not agreed to in writing by Connell Wagner. 
 
Important Things You Should Know About This Report 
Exclusive Benefit and Reliance 
• This report has been prepared by Connell Wagner and its subconsultant Thompson Tregear at the request of Planning SA, Office of Recreation 
and Sport and the Mid North Group of Councils exclusively for the benefit and reliance of these parties. 
 
Third Parties 
• It is not possible to make a proper assessment of the report without a clear understanding of the terms of engagement under which the report 
has been prepared, including the scope of the instructions and directions given to and the assumptions made by Connell Wagner and its 
subconsultant Thompson Tregear who have prepared the report. 
 
• This report is scoped in accordance with instructions given to Connell Wagner and its subconsultant Thompson Tregear by or on behalf of the 
above parties. This report may not address issues that may need to be addressed by a third party. Connell Wagner and its subconsultant 
Thompson Tregear therefore do not assume responsibility for the use of the report by any third party and the use of the report by any third party is 
at the risk of that party. 
 
Limits on Investigation and Information 
 
If Planning SA, Office of Recreation and Sport or the Mid North Group of Councils become aware of any inaccuracy in or change to any of the 
facts, findings or assumptions made either in this report or elsewhere they must inform Connell Wagner so Connell Wagner and its subconsultant 
Thompson Tregear can assess the significance of those inaccuracies in or changes to any of the facts, findings or assumptions, and review the 
comments and recommendations in this report. 
 
Nothing in this report shall be read or applied so as to purport to exclude, restrict or modify, or have the effect of excluding, restricting or modifying 
the application of all or any of the provisions of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or any other legislation which by law cannot be excluded, restricted or 
modified. 
 

 
 

DISCLAIMER
The preparation of the Mid North Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy is in no way a commitment from the 
South Australian Government or Clare and Gilbert Valley Council, District Council of Goyder, District Council of Orroroo 
Carrieton, Northern Areas Council and District Council of Peterborough to provide funds or make any contribution now or in 
the future. 
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1. Strategy Purpose 

1.1 Introduction 
The Mid North Region Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy was commissioned by the Office 
for Recreation and Sport (ORS), Planning SA and the five local government authorities that make up 
the region, ie, the District Council of Clare and Gilbert Valleys, the Regional Council of Goyder, the 
Northern Areas Council, the District Council of Peterborough and the District Council of Orroroo 
Carrieton. 
 
The purpose of the strategy is to provide each of these major stakeholders and indeed all other 
organisations within the region that are involved with or have an impact on the development or 
operation of recreation, sport and open space, with a framework designed to guide future decision 
making surrounding the allocation and priority of available human, physical and financial resources. 
 
It represents one of several such strategic decision making frameworks that have been developed for 
other regions of rural and metropolitan South Australia. 
 
The consultant team undertook extensive consultation within the community to determine the issues 
and opportunities that face the region  in relation to recreation, sport and open space.  The outcome of 
this exercise which is described in more detail in the volume entitled Issues Paper, formed the basis for 
the development of a series of objectives and actions which are the main planks of the strategic plan. 
 
Whilst the output of the exercise is essentially a regional strategy for the Mid North, an important driver 
has been the identification of issues and opportunities at the local level for each of the five respective 
Council areas.  In this way the exercise has provided the opportunity to address needs from a local 
perspective yet also encourage an overall regional approach at both the State and local government 
level towards future recreation, sport and open space provision. 
 
The Mid North is a large and diverse region in which each Council experiences unique demographic, 
sociological and geographical influences in relation to the provision of recreation, sport and open 
space opportunities.  Nevertheless, a common theme is the need to encourage greater participation in 
physical activity and healthy lifestyles throughout the region. 
 
1.2 Methodology  
Figure 1 below illustrates the framework that has been used in developing the strategic plan for the Mid 
North Region. 
 
The first step in the exercise was to determine the current situation across the region by addressing 
the question   Where are we now?. 
 
The research and consultation process undertaken, enabled the consultant team to obtain an 
understanding of the major issues facing recreation, sport and open space at the regional level which 
in turn led to the formulation of a range of opportunities, being possible ways of addressing and ideally 
resolving the issues. 
 
The output from the above exercise formed the basis for developing and providing input to the strategic 
plan which comprises: 
 

- a mission statement reflecting the desirable situation and intended aim of the plan; 
- a series of key objectives being the broad direction components that if pursued are designed to 

address the issues in a manner that is consistent with the mission statement; and 
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- specific actions to be undertaken throughout the course of the planning period that will help to 
achieve the objectives.  These actions are allocated timeframes for completion and 
responsibilities for implementation and completion. 

 
 
Figure 1 
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1.3 Strategic Plan Development  
 
The research and development process underpinning the formulation of the strategic plan has resulted 
in four key outputs from the study.  These are: 
 

1. An inventory of recreation, sport and open space facilities and trails distributed across the 
five local government areas which is contained in a separate volume.  An audit was 
undertaken for each local government area which identified the facility, its features, the club 
or organisation using the facility and the hierarchy and ownership. 

2. An issues paper, contained within another volume, which summarises the research findings 
of the study and the key issues confronting the region. 

3. The strategic plan, represented in this volume which incorporates the mission statement, 
objectives and specific actions that need to be addressed; and 

4. A key initiatives paper which essentially addresses two of the recommended actions in 
greater detail with the intention of giving them a 'kick start'. 

 
The following mission statement has been suggested which is representative of the current objective of 
government to promote inclusion and healthier living through sport and recreational means.   
 
“Encourage healthier lifestyles for all residents and visitors in the Mid North Region by 
promoting and improving the opportunity for participation in quality sport and recreation.”  
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2. Strategic Directions 

The actions detailed in the tables in Section 3 are focussed on the delivery of the following core 
strategic directions for the region including: 
 
� Increased opportunities for inclusion / participation 

Encouraging greater participation by the community in recreation and sporting pursuits with a view 
to increasing levels of physical activity.  

 
 
� Enhancement of facility provision, management and use 

Devising ways of encouraging more efficient and better utilisation of facility infrastructure including 
how they are managed and maintained. 

 
 
� Improved communication across sport and recreation networks 

Establishing mechanisms and procedures that encourage better communication between facility 
and activity providers. 
 
 

� Strategic planning for the management of sporting clubs and development of infrastructure 
Encouraging planners and opportunity providers to take a more strategic approach towards the 
development of recreation, sport and open space. 

 
 
� Enhancement of open space and trails 

Improving ways in which open space and trails can be more effectively developed, managed and 
used by the community for physical activity while at the same time maintaining the sustainability of 
these assets. 

 
 
� Responsiveness to demographic change 

Encouraging planners and opportunity providers to take account of changing needs in the 
marketplace as the profile of the community changes over time.. 
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3. Objectives and Actions 

This section of the report outlines the key objectives and actions as they relate to the categories of 
sport, recreation, open space and general (ie those that have implications for the first three). 
 
Whilst they reflect what needs to be done in a regional sense as agreed by the five local government 
areas, they should be considered in the context of the more specific and localised actions of the latter  
which are tabled in Section 3.8. 
 
It should be acknowledged that while most of these localised projects do not necessarily address a 
regional issue, their collective impact can often result in the provision of benefits for the region as a 
whole.  Furthermore their inclusion in the planning context encourages a greater sense of perceived 
ownership by the community. 
 
3.1 Rationale for development of actions 
In formulating the actions, the study team have been cognisant of the need to ensure that they  
 

• address issues confronting the Mid North region as a whole; 
• are practical and have the ability to be achieved, given the limited financial and human 

resources available; and  
• are capable of being measured in terms of overall performance against the strategic plan. 

 
3.2 Key Initiatives 
During the course of the study, two actions from the strategic plan were identified as key initiatives for 
further examination and development by the study team.  The initiatives selected were considered to 
have particular merit in addressing some of the more pressing regional issues.  These were 
 

1. The establishment of a Community Recreation and Sport Network for the Mid North Region 
(proposed name MIDNET) as a means of improving communication between the local 
government authorities, clubs, associations and other agencies involved with the provision of 
recreation, sport and open space services. 

 
2. The preparation of a pilot be active communication strategy document that specifically 

targets the Mid North Region with a view to improving current levels of community physical 
activity. 

 
Actions relating to these initiatives have been highlighted in bold italic text within the Draft Strategy. 
The Initiatives continue to be prepared and will form part of the final approved strategy. 
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3.3 Defining Terms 
For the purposes of the strategic plan described in this document, the following definitions are 
applicable: 
 
Category 
Objectives and actions specifically relating to sport, recreation, open space or general (embracing all 
three) 
 
Objective 
The position that should be aimed for and that if achieved will be consistent with the mission statement 
 
Action 
The specific tasks that will be undertaken in the current planning period that collectively are consistent 
with the objectives in the strategic plan 
 
Responsibility / partners 
Those agencies / organisations that have the responsibility for undertaking the action within the 
timeframe specified 
 
Timeframe / priority 
The expected timeframe in which the action should be commenced and completed and its priority in 
relation to other actions in the plan 
 
High    commenced /addressed immediately or within one year 
Medium   commenced / addressed within years 2 – 3 
Low   commenced / addressed within  years 4 – 5 
Ongoing-  in progress now and into future 
 
Legend 
ORS  Office for Recreation and Sport 
PSA   Planning SA 
DECS  Department of Educations and Children’s Services 
DEH  Department of Environment and Heritage 
NP&W  National Parks and Wildlife 
MIDNET Proposed Mid North Community and Sport Network 
TSA  Transport SA 
MNRDB Mid North Regional Development Board 
SFRDB Southern Flinders Regional Development Board 
ASC  Australian Sports Commission 
SSA  State Sporting Associations ( e.g SANFL, SACA, SANA, Swim SA, SATA) 
SRV  Sport and Recreation Victoria 
CGV  District Council of Clare and Gilbert Valleys 
NAC  Northern Areas Council 
RCG  Regional Council of Goyder 
DCP  District Council of Peterborough 
DCOC  District Council of Orroroo Carrieton 
RTMC  Riesling Trail Management Committee  
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5. Implementation 

The Mid North Region Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy, once adopted, will be used as a 
key reference document to assist in guiding the future opportunities for increased participation in sport 
and recreation and healthier living within the Mid North Region.  It is intended that economic and social 
benefits of this strategy will assist many towns within the region with the potential for additional benefits 
to surrounding regions including Southern Flinders Region, and Barossa Valley. The Strategy will 
provide a key mechanism for the enhancement of sport and recreation facilities and open space within 
the region. 
 
A fundamental element in the success of this Mid North Region Recreation, Sport and Open Space 
Strategy will be the extent to which it is adopted and implemented.  
 
The regional actions identified in section 2, represent a wide variety of actions which need to be 
considered over the next 1-5 year period in order to achieve the broad objectives of the Strategy.  
Many of these actions will require specific attention by the relevant State and local agency with these 
actions being critical to ensure the Strategy has regional impetus and is put into place at the outset. 
However, there will be instances where these actions need to be considered in conjunction with the 
local strategies in Section 3 and the value of partnerships across State and Local agencies will be 
paramount to achieving successful implementation of these. 
 
The coordination of the five councils in the region is an important factor to achieving a regional 
approach to successfully implementing the objectives and actions outlined under this strategy. A 
coordinated approach will provide greater clarity in terms of communication with other agencies, and 
the implementation of actions and strategies such as funding applications.  
 
Finally, in implementing the Strategy it is critical that the Council and State Agencies maintain strong 
links with the community recognising their contributions and ensuring an understanding as to the 
outputs of the process.  Effective, continual community consultation will provide an integral part in the 
successful implementation of the Strategy and the objectives and actions contained within.  
 
The implementation of the various objectives and actions will be different amongst the five Councils. 
Therefore the application of this strategy is to be flexible to allow for a more localised or bottom up 
approach to achieving the regional objectives. It is designed to be used in conjunction with community 
and stakeholder involvement and consultation to achieve equitable and economic provision of 
enhancement of open space and facility upgrades and provision.  
 
5.1 Monitoring 
In order to gauge the effectiveness of the strategies and actions, it is important to maintain ongoing 
communication between stakeholders throughout the region.  Should funding be made available for a 
Regional field officer, it is considered that this will be an important role in facilitating and coordinating 
communication between the various stakeholders.  Creation of a Mid North Community Recreation and 
Sport Network (MIDNET) would also provide the field officer, the Office of Sport and Recreation and 
Planning SA the means within which to monitor, review on a quarterly basis and guide the 
implementation of the Strategy. 
 
 


